
Best of Ireland 

6 day chauffeur drive tour 

Traditions, history, heritage, breath taking scenery and the 

friendliest nation youôll ever meet. This is the best of Ireland. 

Your visit to Ireland may be a once in a lifetime opportunity, and 

even if youôre only coming for a short time, weôll make sure    

every moment is packed with unforgettable memories on this 6 

day (5 nights) self-drive tour of Ireland. 

Starting in Dublin and exploring the west and south coasts of 

Ireland youôll get to visit all the places youôve heard and dreamt 

about. Drink a of pint of the ñblack stuffò in Dublin, kiss the  

Blarney Stone, explore the Ring of Kerry and feel the wind on 

your cheeks atop the Cliffs of Moher. 

 

Tour Highlights 

¶ Dublin City 

¶ Kilkenny 

¶ Blarney Castle 

¶ Ring of Kerry 

¶ The Burren 

¶ The Cliffs of Moher 

Itinerary in Brief 

Day 1: Arrival  in Dublin 

and Dublin City 

 

Day 2: Kilkenny City 

  

Day 3: The Rock of 

Cashel and the Blarney 

Stone 

 

Day 4: The Ring of Kerry 

 

Day 5: The Burren and 

the Cliffs of Moher 

 

Day 6: Departure from 

Shannon 

 

 

Whatôs included in this Tour 

¶ 5 nights accommodation based on your chosen package 

¶ Full Irish breakfast each morning 

¶ Car rental with expert driver/guide 

OVERV
IEW 

Overnights for this Tour 

¶ Dublin for 1 night 

¶ Kilkenny for 1 night 

¶ Killarney for 2 nights 

¶ Clare for 1 night 
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Day 1: Dublin City 
 
Take a deep breath as you leave the terminal at Dublin airport and breathe in the fresh Irish air for the first 
time. Youôre in the capital of Ireland and this veritable melting pot of culture and tradition is a joy to explore. 
Your expert guide will greet you and drive you to your Accommodation. 
 
Youôll be itching to get out and about as scenic teasers fly by on the  
other side of your window. Busy streets packed with Dubliners show 
that the ñC®ad M²le F§ilteò (ña hundred thousand welcomesò) is still 
strong here. You know youôre in Ireland when you pass by homely Irish 
pubs adorned with the artistic handiwork of John Gilroy ï creator of the 
iconic 1930/40ôs Guinness adverts. ñMy Goodness my Guinnessò, youôll 
have to fit in a pint or two of the ñblack stuffò while youôre here. 
 
It can be hard to know where to start, but you can't go wrong with a trip 
to Trinity College Dublin on your first day in Ireland. This is one of  
Dublinôs premier visitor attractions and not without reason. Within the 
grounds of Irelandôs first ever college (established in 1592) youôll find 
stunning architecture, The Douglas Hyde Gallery, The Oscar Wilde  
centre, ñThe Book of Kellsò and arguably the ñgreenest grass in Irelandò.  
There are also regular walking tours around the campus where youôll 
discover all the history and intricacies of this esteemed university. ñThe 
Book of Kellsò resides in Trinityôs Old Library. This book, which is a 9th 
Century gospel manuscript contains lavish illustrations and is  
accompanied in the library by an exhibition ï ñTurning Lightness into 
Darkò. 
 
For the art-lover Dublin has a whole host of museums and art galleries 
from the Chester Beatty Library in Dublin Castle to the National Gallery 
or the Irish Museum of Modern Art. Whatôs more, entry is free, so there 
is no excuse not to sample some of the more artistic delights our ñFair 
Cityò has to offer. And for a touch of architectural grandeur, you can visit 
Christchurch and St. Patrickôs Cathedral - two of Dublin's landmark 
structures. 
 
Taking a break from sight-seeing, Grafton St. (Dublinôs favourite  
shopping district) has everything you need to relax. Visit Bewleyôs Caf® 
and enjoy an Irish coffee in a favourite venue of many of Dublinôs  
literary greats. Venture down Wicklow St. to find quaint bistros and the 
Powerscourt Shopping Centre, which boasts the perfect combination of 
variety and a stunning setting or maybe go alfresco with a picnic in St. Stephenôs Green. Once youôre re-
freshed, itôs back on the trail again seeking out all that Dublin has to offer. 
 
As the day draws on you might find yourself hankering for that pint of Guinness, but fear not because the 
Guinness Storehouse has got you covered. During the tour youôll discover all the history behind this famous 
brand and get an insight into the magic behind the ñblack stuffò. Or maybe youôd prefer a hot drop of  
whiskey? The Jameson distillery has got just what you need. Learn about John Jameson and the  
inspirational story behind his world-renowned whiskey, topped off with a tasting session. 
 
The sun may begin to dim as it tucks in for the night, but that doesnôt mean your fun has to end there. In fact 
for the full Dublin experience you have to witness the thrilling ambience of its nightlife. So itôs off to Temple 
bar - often referred to as Dublinôs cultural hub. As you walk around the narrow cobbled streets (a feature 
which has been preserved from medieval times), lilting Irish melodies will waft through the air beckoning you 
into one of the many Irish pubs with regular sessions. Or maybe youôll get a sniff of some steaming fresh 
Irish grub.  
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Either way, Temple Bar is a great place to while away the evening whether youôre in The Old Storehouse at 
one of their daily sessions or sharing a pint and a story with one of the friendly locals. 
 
Your visit to Dublin will be packed with fond memories, unforgettable sights and sounds, but you still have 
the treat of a full Irish breakfast ahead of you the next morning. Youôve seen the best of Dublin and  
tomorrow you will continue on your trip to see the Best of Ireland. 
 
Optional tours/activities/entertainment 

¶ Kilmainham Jail 

¶ Phoenix Park 

¶ Dublinia 

¶ Butlers Chocolate Experience 
 

Day 2: Kilkenny City 
 
Savour the Dublin morning as you taste your first full Irish breakfast of 
the tour. Itôs time to hit the road again as the sun rises and begins to 
breathe life back into the city. If youôre an early riser you may have the 
time to do one last quick sight see before you part with Dublin and head 
for Kilkenny or alternatively you could use that time to take a bit of a  
de-tour and visit Kildare. And the Irish National Stud. 
 
The National Stud was established in 1946 and holds a key role in the 
development and promotion of Irish bloodstock. This is the only stud 
farm in Ireland, which is open to the public and here youôll also find the 
Japanese Gardens (famed as one of the most famous Japanese  
Gardens in Europe), Saint Fiachraôs Garden (complete with lakeside 
and woodland walks) and the Horse Museum (a modern art exhibition, 
which breathes life into the Sport of Kings).  
 
Swing by the Kildare Village boutique outlet centre while youôre in the 
area for quick browse and a spot of lunch before you hit the road again 
or check out the Newbridge Silverware Visitor centre, where you can 
see some stunning pieces from their collection. 
 
Kilkenny or ñThe Medieval Capital of Irelandò is the next port of call on 
your journey. Historic buildings lie in wait around every corner and  
culture thrives through the many artisansô workshops operating from the 
city. If youôre looking to pick up some authentic Irish keepsakes the  
Kilkenny Design Craft Centre stocks an impressive array of Irish hand-
crafted gifts. The centre also prides itself on showcasing emerging  
talent from the Irish craft world, proving that the creativeness of the Irish 
nation has never waned. 
 
Youôll find the centre right beside Kilkenny Castle, in the building which 
once acted as the stables for this medieval monument. Kilkenny Castle 
has over 18 centuries worth of history encased in its walls, all of which 
will be divulged to you over the course of the castle tour. The 
Smithwickôs Brewery Tour in St. Francis Abbey Brewery is another highlight in this exciting and varied city, 
where you can enjoy the perfect blend of historical wonders and new age creativity. 
 
That night, join in on the Kilkenny Traditional Irish Music Trail and be guided through Kilkennyôs history and 
musical roots led by two local musicians leaving you with Irish melodies easing you to sleep that night. 
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Optional tours/activities/entertainment 

¶ Kilfane Glen and Waterfalls 

¶ St. Canice's Cathedral and Round Tower 

¶ Jerpoint Park 
 
 

Day 3: The Rock of Cashel and the Blarney Stone 
 
Departing Kilkenny, today, your nest destination will be Killarney, but 
before that, thereôs so much more to see along the way. Your guide will 
bring you along the scenic route, surrounded by vast and rolling  
pastures stretching on for miles, painted with vibrant shades of green. 
 
Heading south youôll be visiting the town of Cashel in County Tipperary. 
Visitors come to Cashel in their droves to see The Rock of Cashel. This 
towering complex consists of 12th and 13th Century buildings featuring 
a combination of Celtic and medieval architecture. Formally known as 
St. Patrickôs Rock or The Rock of Kings, this was a site long held in  
revere as the seat of the High Kings of Munster. In the town of Cashel 
youôll also find a Georgian Cathedral, a 21st Century library and the  
Bolton Library, which holds the quirky claim to fame of housing the 
smallest book in Ireland. 
 
From Cashel to Blarney and from an famous rock to an famous stone 
youôll be visiting the famous Castle which resides there. Legend has it 
that planting a wet one on the Stone of Eloquence will endow you with 
the gift of the gab and youôll never again be lost for words. Millions of 
visitors have flocked to Blarney to do just this, but youôd be foolish to 
think that thatôs all there is to Blarney. 
 
Built nearly 600 years ago by one of Irelandôs greatest chieftains,  
Cormac Mac Carthy, the castle contains many attractions aside from the 
famous stone. The Battlements View, the Wishing Steps, the Witches 
Stone, Rock Close and Badgers Cave are some of the other attractions 
for you to explore at Blarney that will give you plenty to talk about with 
your new found gift of eloquence. 
 
Blarney is also famed for its woollen mills, which is now home to  
Irelandôs largest gift store, stocking the best of the best in quality Irish 
gifts, stocking Waterford Crystal, Belleek China, Aran Sweaters, Celtic 
Jewellery, and Irish linen and lace. So if youôre looking for some gifts to 
bring home or even a souvenir or two for yourself, itôs the perfect one 
stop shop for all things Irish. 
 
Next itôs off to see Cork City where youôll be settling into your accommodation for the night. The city dates 
back to the 7th Century and was founded by St. Finbarr. The place is literally teeming with fine examples of 
centuries old architecture including the 300 year old tower of St. Anneôs Church (home to the Shandon bells) 
and St. Finbarrôs Cathedral. 
 
At Cork City Gaol you will find two of Corkôs most memorable tourist attractions. The building is a castle like 
structure and once acted as a prison back in the 19th Century. Today this unique heritage centre and see 
visitors stepping back in time to experience what life was like in Cork from both sides of the prison walls. 
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